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TO THE MOST SERENE, THE DOGE OF THE REPUBLIC OF VENICE

HEADQUARTERS, JUDENBURG, April9,1797.

ALL the territory of the Most Serene Republic of Venice
on the mainland is up in arms. On every side the rallying
cry of the peasants you have armed is 'Death to the French!*
Many hundreds of soldiers of the Italian army have already
lost their lives. It is useless for you to disown gatherings
that you have authorised. Do you imagine that, because I
am at the moment in the heart of Germany, I am not strong
enough to enforce respect for the greatest nation in the
world? Do you suppose that the legions of Italy will tolerate
the massacre you are instigating? No, the blood of my
comrades in arms will be avenged, and there is not a French
battalion but will feel its courage redoubled, and its means
thrice what they were, when entrusted with the noble
mission of revenge. The Venetian Senate has repaid our
constant generosity with the blackest treachery.

I send this letter by the hand of my senior aide-de-camp.
It is war or peace. Unless you take immediate steps to dis-
perse these gatherings, unless you at once arrest and hand
over to me the perpetrators of the recent assassinations, we
are at war. There are no Turks on your frontiers; you are
not threatened by any foe; you have merely invented
excuses to justify the massing of troops against my army.
They must be disbanded within 24 hours. We are not living
in the times of Charles VIII. If you force me, contrary to the
express wish of the French government, to declare war, do
not suppose that the French troops will ravage the lands of
the innocent and unfortunate people of the mainland, as
your armed forces have done. I shall protect them, and they
will live to be grateful even for the crimes which obliged the
French army to rescue them from your tyrannous rule.

[CoRRESP., ii, 1712. Hearing of anti-French risings at Bergamo and
Brescia, Napoleon sent Junot with orders to read this message to the
Venetian Senate. Charles VIII of France invaded Italy in 1494.]
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